46 theories into everyday conditions in Russian Poland.
He read Russian literature, still without becoming en-
thusiastic over the current novels and plays. He played
innumerable games of chess. He taught French to the
four children of the doctor in Tunka.
He did not meet many Poles in Siberia. At every
opportunity he made friends with 1863 exiles. One
whom he met at Tunka, had been a member of the
secret Central Committee of the insurrection and had
spent seven years in the most terrible of the Russian
prisons—the notorious fortress of Schltisselberg; in his
memoirs written after twenty-three years in exile, he
said that until he met Pilsudski he was entirely without
hope of Poland's ever regaining her independence, but
many talks with his young compatriot made him feel
that it was possible.
Something that was of value later he gained during
those years of exile. He learned the look of the coun-
tryside—in the forest, on the steppe; he acquired a sense
of space; excellent training for a commander in the field.
He met Russians belonging to all classes of society
and to all political groups. He learned to know the
Russian character, its good points and its bad points.
He had a close view of the machinery of czardom and
its influence on the people. Some men said, years later,
that he had a better understanding of Russian psychol-
ogy than the Russians themselves.
No vague illusions as to Russia for Pilsudski. Czar-
ist Russia was barbarous—"the Asiatic monster" was
one of his terms for it; revolutionary Russia was weak
and fruitless. Even the Socialists of Russia were im-
perialists, never republicans, thinking in terms of abso-
lutism; for them the government, whether of the czar
or of something else, was always despotic. Their very
ideas of freedom were not his. Later he could not make
the mistake of overestimating the importance and
strength of a revolution there.

